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A luncheon in common with Israel-Switzerland & Liechtenstein Chamber of Commerce and STEP Israel on topic: The use
of Trusts in Israel and Switzerland, was helded on 17.10.2007 at the Dan Tel-Aviv Hotel. H.E. Mr. Francois Chappuis,
Ambassador of Switzerland in Israel, Gideon Hamburger, President Israel-Switzerland & Liechtenstein Chamber of Commerce
and Adv. Alon Kaplan, Chairman STEP Israel greeted the guests and the Lectures were helded by Justine Markowitz of
Whiters LLP, Law Firm, Geneva and Adv. Gideon Koren STEP Jerusalem.
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Farewell Mr. Francois Chappuis

"Lstill find it hard to believe you are leaving us soon", said Gideon Hamburger, President
of the Israel-Switzerland & Lichtenstein Chamber of Commerce. "It seems as if only
a few weeks ago you arrived to Israel and we were introduced. I believe that everyone
present here today, understands and appreciates the wonderful ambassador and friend you
have been to all of us. The chemistry and friendship between us was established shortly
after you arrived here, the Israel-Switzerland & Lichtenstein Chamber of Commerce has
benefited greatly from your support. Our meetings were always productive and pleasant.
You have become a very popular and admired ambassador among the Israelis, and made
many friends among us. We hope to see you and your lovely wife again in the near future.
Please remember, that you are always welcome here in Israel.

"Some ambassadors, like ambassador Chappuis, use their ninw as a platform to make
a difference and to really be involved", says Elchanan Harel, manager, representative
office UBP Switzerland. "Under your leadership and guidance, the embassy was always
aware of our needs, always cooperated and supported us, and did everything possible to
assist the business community.

Mr. Chappuis is a very diligent person with a comprehensive knowledge in subjects related
to Israel and Judaism. During our many meeting, I was always surprised by the depth of
understanding and updated knowledge. We are grateful, ambassador Chappuis, for all
the time you have dedicated to your country and ours, and especially to your friends here
in Israel. We thank you for establishing important values and guidelines, that will keep
paving the way for your colleagues in the embassy".

"Shortly after ambassador Chappuis was appointed, he called the offices of Swiss Israel and
asked to come and visit us", says Avner Gordon, Country Manager, Swiss International Air
Lines. "During the meeting, the first thing he did, was to ask me what can he do for us. This kind of
attitude was characteristic of ambassador Chappuis - an ambassador that is involved, that is
constantly initiating, and with a strong will to help. Mr Chappuis - Swiss Israel and all my col-

leagues in the Chamber of Commerce thank you and wish you only the best in the future".
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Enclave of Swiss Culture in the Judean Hills (continuation of the page 27)

<« there is a lovely breeze and plenty of sun to warm the heart and

cheer the soul”.

“When we came to live in Tsur Hadassah, we converted a structure
that had belonged to my parents into a home and farm”, explains
Ohad. “In its previous life, it was once used to produce art products
and before that it was used for agriculture. Living in the section
that had served as offices, we gradually developed the surrounding
area and set up boarding kennels for dogs and stables for horses.
Everything was improvised and we built it all with our own hands.
The dog kennels were the natural progression of a small business
that we had already established - we walked dogs.

We set up the boarding kennels on the farm and the cages and the
yard were soon filled with numerous dogs. We built the stables
for our own two horses - we have both ridden since an early age,
and Carolyn learned/taught/riding and also began to study horse
grooming in Switzerland. Later on, we also began to further develop
our interest in horses and now have 17 of them on the farm which,
four years ago, moved to its current location”.

The Hadash family has also grown over the years with the addition of

The area where the Farm Bar & Coffee House is located was
initially designed to serve as a club house. “We wanted to offer
adults and children a place where they could rest and buy snacks
and drinks. At the time, we opened a small kiosk which eventually
developed into a restaurant and bar”.

“In the beginning, we served authentic cowboy food and meat
casseroles”, recalled Carolyn, “but after successfully trying out a
lighter menu we quickly shifted to the best dishes that Switzerland
has to offer because they suit the area and the atmosphere here”.
Most of the produce used for the dishes on the menu is local - the
wine comes from nearby vineyards such as the Seahorse Winery
in the Bar Giora Region; Tomer bread is made by a local baker
and the cheeses come from the Tsuk Dairy in the Ellah Valley. The
deserts also come from a local cake shop which prepares lemon
pie created from a one of Carolyn’s family recipes.

The Swiss-based menu was well-received and brought many peo-
ple to the farm for the culinary experience. The Raclette (Swiss
cheese melted over a flame), Charbonade (meat grilled at the table),
Roesti (special mashed potatoes), choucroute (a pickled cabbage

the couple’s three girls - Lital (15), Netta (13 %2) and Mayah (9 /4).
After they finished building the improvised farm, Ohad
studied at the Wingate Institute, Israel’s National Centre for
Physical Education and Sport, to become a riding instructor.
“I never imagined that this hobby would become my busi-
ness. After teaching the neighbors’ children to ride, we ad-
vertised the activities available on the farm and numbers just
grew from there”.

Over the years, as the number of neighbors grew, the farm became
particularly busy and its location adjacent to the residential area
began to be problematic. “Because of the nature of the farm, we
were allocated a specially designated area. Today, we are the only
farm located on specifically designated land and that was designed
accordingly by an architect. The farm is built on different levels
and each one has a designated purpose: the boarding kennels for
the dogs are located on the highest level, the stables are below it,
the next level down houses the bar - coffee house - restaurant that
we operate, and the riding arenas are on the bottom level”.

<« to previous page

dish with meat and Dijon mustard), and schpatzle (cooked conch
shell shapes made of dough) were all highly successful, much to
the delight of Carolyn who oversees the kitchen staff.

These days, the restaurant also serves a special Swiss breakfast and
anyone who is familiar with, or wishes to become familiar with,
the traditional Swiss kitchen can do that here looking out over the
view of the Judean Hills.

The farm is also a suitable venue for family celebrations and busi-
ness events such as management-employee activity days aimed at
forging team spirit and which can include experiential workshops
led by the farm’s riding instructors.

Carolyn: “Although Israel is not the paradise | had
expected, in my eyes, this area is wonderful because
it is still so wild and beautiful. The weather here
is also outstanding - sometimes it snows here in
winter and in summer there is a lovely breeze and
plenty of sun to warm the heart and cheer the soul”



Enclave of Swiss Culture
In the Judean Hills

Romance led to the connection between an Israeli, Ohad, and Swiss-born
Carolyn, and this led to the creation of the romantic and enchanting Judean Hills
Farm, located in the settlement Tsur Haddassah m Overlooking Israel’s version
of Swiss countryside, Carolyn serves dishes from the classic Swiss kitchen while
the local cake shop bakes a lemon pie created from a family recipe m The horse
farm offers riding lessons and in the winter, sometimes it even snows . . .
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The hilly landscape visible at the end of August from the ve-
randah of the Judean Hills Farm will enrapture all those who look
out on this view: a light blue sky, spatters of burgeoning greenery
on the face of the hills surrounding the area and a pleasantly light
breeze. For the city-dwellers among us, the peace and quiet seems

Carolyn and Ohad Hadash

amazing. Once in a while, the silence is broken by a crowing
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rooster or barking dogs.

Although this expansive farm with its exceptional views is just a
one-hour drive from Israel’s central Dan Region, it looks as if it
has been plucked from a postcard sent from somewhere in Europe.
This is probably one of the reasons that Carolyn, who hails from
Switzerland, feels so much at home.

The Judean Hills Farm, situated within the community settlement
Tsur Hadassah in the Jerusalem Corridor, is run by Carolyn and
Ohad Hadash who met when Carolyn came to Israel as a tourist
18 years ago. “I wanted to travel the world and was deliberating
between India and Israel. Having heard so much about the coun-
try, I eventually chose Israel. I bought an open-ended plane ticket
that was valid for one year and arrived in Israel together with
my poodle, Charlie. On our second day in Israel, we went up to
Jerusalem”, remembers Carolyn. “Charlie hurt himself during one
of our walks around the Old City. I took him to a vet and that’s
where I met Ohad”.

Love blossomed between Jerusalem-born Ohad and Carolyn from
Switzerland even though she couldn’t speak a word of Hebrew
and her English wasn’t too good either. In 1991, they married in
a civil ceremony in Geneva, the city of Carolyn’s birth, and came
back to Israel to live.

The young couple settled in Tsur Hadassah and Carolyn slowly
began to grow accustomed to living in Israel. “Although Israel is
not the paradise I had expected, in my eyes, this area is wonderful
because it is still so wild and beautiful. The weather here is also

outstanding - sometimes it snows here in winter and in summer —»-
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I've always wished to be pOSted In Israel (continuation of the page 29)

-« especially in relation to organic and bio production. The same is

true for energy equipment and water related issues.

What do you think of the Israeli tourism to Switzerland,
and is it possible to promote more Swiss tourism to Israel?
If so, of what kind? (recreational / religious / winter visits
to Eilat etc.)

We can definitely not complain about the Israeli tourism in
Switzerland. The numbers are estimated at around 150’000 visitors
a year. Switzerland Tourism, the official Swiss tourism promoting
agency, and Swissone promote Swiss Tourism in Israel. We have
several daily direct flights from Ben Gurion to Ziirich as well
as several weekly flights to Geneva. Both EL AL and Swiss are
operating frequent flights. We could improve the number of Swiss
visitors in Israel. We have a lot of business-travel and religious
pilgrimage, however, the number of “pleasure tourism” remains

quite low. This might be partly related to the political situation in
this country. 2006 was not glorious, there were only around 23°000
visits from Swiss tourists to Israel. The newest figures are not yet

to work on it, despite our limited resources.

How would you describe your personal contribution to the
reinforcement of the Swiss-Israeli commercial relations?
Well, I always used to say that the business-world requires an
Embassy when problems occur. In Israel, we do not need to inter-
fere much, since most business contacts are established without
our assistance. Still, I wish to underline that we are here to help
and assist Swiss companies and that it is our common interest
to further strengthen our economic and commercial ties. The
Ambassador, myself and our Economic Assistant at the Embassy
are here to help in forming initial connections between both parties,
encourage business delegations and maintain the relevant contacts
to the Israeli Authorities.

How do you value organizations such as the Israel-Switzerland
& Lichtenstein Chamber of commerce, and on which channels
would you collaborate with it?

I'value highly such organizations in general and yours in particular.
There is a big potential, which the Embassy hopes to be part of.

1

known, but the speculations are that the number doubled in the
relatively quiet year that just passed.

Science and research have long been a basis for productive
collaborations between Israeli research groups and Swiss
biotechnology and medicine companies. What can be done,
in your opinion, to broaden this cooperation?

There is indeed some collaboration between Israeli research
groups and Swiss Pharma companies, such as Novartis with
the Weitzman Institute of Science. What can be done? Start
early! Start with the students: Semester exchanges will lead to
better academic and business connections in the future. We try

<« to previous page

We successfully collaborated with your Chamber of Commerce
when a business delegation under States Secretary for economic
affairs, Jean-Daniel Gerber, visited Israel. I believe that an of-
ficial visit to Switzerland by an Israeli business delegation, led
by a Minister, would further strengthen the relationship between
both countries.

Finally, I would like to say that I deeply appreciate the close
ties with your Chamber. I would like to reassure you that we
are very happy to assist any Swiss company in Israel and any
Israeli company ready to do business in and with Switzerland.
Thank you very much for this interview.



I've always wished
to be posted in Israel

"Israel is more complex than it appears at a first glance", says Monika Schmutz-
Kirgoz, Counsellor Deputy Head of Mission at the Embassy of Switzerland in Tel-
Aviv. During our conversation, she emphasizes the openness of the Israeli society,
the progress in science and technology, and the enormous potential of the business-

bilateral relations. "I admire the activity of the Israel-Switzerland & Lichtenstein

Chamber of Commerce, and hope to contribute to it personally”, she says

When did you first arrive to Israel? Where were you
posted before?

L arrived a few months ago, coming from Rome, on one of the last
planes that landed in Ben Gurion before Yom Kippur. Tel Aviv is
my 3" “Mediterranean” posting in a row. I was posted in Turkey,
Italy and now in Israel. Before, I used to be one of the spokesper-
sons of the Swiss Foreign Ministry.

What did you know about Israel before coming here?

Now that  am beginning to know Israel better, my answer would
be “not as much as I thought”. Every day is part of a continuous
learning process. Israel is complex and much more difficult to
understand than what at first glance would lead us to believe. 1
enjoy every moment of this learning process. To gain a deeper
understanding of cultures and countries was what attracted me to
this profession in the first place. Moreover, I can tell you that it
was always my wish to be posted to Israel.

Which Israeli matters were you especially interested in? (the
political situation / security issues / economics / Industry
and Hi-tech)

Of course, the political situation is a real challenge for a diplomat
working in Israel and cannot be underestimated. Consequently,
although I am interested in all facets of Israel, I spend most of
my working days with politically related issues. I wish I was
able to focus more on economic matters. I am amazed by the
high technological level of Israeli products, such as Israel’s
contribution to communication systems, medical equipments
and armament industry.

How do you find the Israeli society?

I feel that the political situation and the concomitant security is-
sues are like a veil hiding many other issues and influencing the
society as a whole. Nevertheless, in only a few months I was able
to meet the most impressive persons and got to adore the informal
Israeli approach. The Israeli society is “brain-driven” and not “title-
driven”. A wonderful thing. And that is definitely a compliment!

Were there things you expected to find here, and didn't?

<« to previous page

Nothing really. Tel Aviv is a pleasant and easy city to live in
with good facilities and an exceptional - if not to say outstand-
ing - art scene.

Who did you first meet with as a counsellor? Tell us about one
special / interesting / important / emotional encounter.

Well, due to protocol- reasons, the first person I met was my
Ambassador. Soon after, I had the chance to be invited by the
President of the Israel-Switzerland-Liechtenstein Chamber of
Commerce and to meet many businessmen- and women who are
connected to Switzerland. Believe me, I had so many pleasant
encounters since I am here that it would be discriminating to just
mention a few. All in all I can only repeat what I mentioned above.
The fact that Israelis are open, direct and intellectually challeng-
ing conversation partners makes it easy to have unforgettable
encounters and discussions.

Israel is commonly considered similar to Switzerland - in terms
of size, progress, and especially the reliance on human capital in
research and development. What is your opinion on that resem-
blance claim?

Of course, there are many similarities between Switzerland
and Israel. The magnitude and density of the population (if
you take into consideration that very few Swiss people live in
the alpine region) as well as the reliance on skilled labor and
state of art and technology comes first to mind. Both countries
are economically successful by being relatively poor in row
materials and are what we call “Willensnationen”; meaning a
nation that was created by the will of their people - well with
nearly 650 years of difference, but still.....

What are the potential directions in which the Swiss-Israeli
commercial bilateral relations can expand?

The import of Swiss Products stood at 5.9 % of all Israeli imports in
2007. We mainly speak about Chemical and pharmaceutical goods,
machinery, transport equipment, food and textiles. Personally,
hope we can strengthen our commercial relations in all fields.

However, I particularly see quite some potential in the food-sector, —-



Beglnnlng of a Wonderful Frlendshlp continuation of the page 31)

<« of both Israeli and Swiss Nobel prizewinners. "The number of

Swiss and Israeli Nobel prizewinners is very high in propor-
tion to the size of the population in both countries, and even
more so if you include the large number of prizewinners who
are or were Jewish".

Regarding bilateral economic relations, the State Secretary
noted that they are quite good. "Before I came to Israel, when
requested a review of trade relations between the two countries
I noted that there were numerous achievements and only a
small number of problems. The relations are good, the scope
of trade is extensive, and there is a high level of investment.
Actually," added Mr. Gerber with a smile, "perhaps it is good
that there are some problems because this indicates that there
is increased activity and I will be obliged to make a return
visit to resolve them . . . and even if there are none, I would
certainly be pleased to come here for a vacation".

Mr. Gerber concluded his address with a request to drink a
toast to those present and to the continuing successful trade
and economic relations between the

Professor Braverman spoke highly of the
extensive long-standing confidence that
Switzerland has shown in Israel, noting that
its national airline, Swiss, has never stopped
flying to Israel because of our security situ-
ation. He also commended the cooperation
between Swiss and Israeli research institutes,
and more.

"[ believe that your visit to Israel represents
the beginning of a wonderful friendship and
I welcome you warmly on behalf of Israel's
Knesset", concluded Professor Braverman.
The Swiss Ambassador in Israel briefly ad-
dressed the gathering, praised trade relations
between the two countries, and pointed out to
the guest of honor that he was sure that this would not be Mr.
Gerber's sole visit to Israel.

The guests were also addressed by Mr. Alberto Gurfinkel who
currently heads Bank Hapoalim's International Division and
was previously the Manager of Bank Hapoalim Switzerland
for a number of years; and Mr. Neri Gordon, Country Manager
of Swiss Israel.

Gerber: "In this region, you are like an island
much in the same way that Switzerland is an
island as we do not belong to the European
Community. Neither country has natural resources
and must therefore utilize and reinforce their most
predominant advantage - their human capital. This
has always been essential for both countries and,
in the future, the importance of human capital will
become more and more crucial”

two countries.

MK Professor Avishai Braverman
then addressed the guests. Thanking
the State Secretary and his del-
egation, he said that despite the
security problems that Israel faces,
this country has been gifted with
enormous strength which is based
primarily on its outstanding techno-
logical capability. "When it comes
to business, Israel offers some
amazing opportunities and every
businessman and woman can vouch
for that. Although the bureaucracy
is sometimes a little restrictive,
these problems can be overcome".

<« to previous page

Visiting Osem-Nestle factory at Sderot




Visit by Swiss State Secretary for Economic Affairs, Jean-Daniel Gerber

Beginning of a
Wonderful Friendship

H.E. Mr. Jean-Daniel Gerber, the Swiss State Secretary for Economic Affairs,
was guest of honor at a special dinner hosted by the Israel-Switzerland and
Liechtenstein Chamber of Commerce in his honor m Top leaders in Israel's

economic arena, which of course includes members of the Chamber of

Commerce, also attended the dinner m In his speech, the State Secretary spoke

about similarities between the two countries and promised to promote bilateral

economic relations between Switzerland and Israel

During this last year, Mr. Jean-Daniel Gerber, the
Swiss State Secretary for Economic Affairs, headed a delega-
tion of Swiss economists when they visited Israel. This visit
was, without a doubt, another turning point in the economic
relations between the two nations. The State Secretary used his
time in Israel not only for meetings but also to tour a number
of different factories some of which are partially owned by
companies with headquarters in Switzerland.

The Israel-Switzerland and Liechtenstein Chamber of
Commerce was honored to host the State Secretary at a spe-
cial dinner held on 3 March 2007 at the Food Art Restaurant
in Tel Aviv. The dinner was also attended by top leaders in
Israel's economic arena, including of course members of the
Chamber of Commerce.

The evening was opened by Mr. Gideon Hamburger, President
of the Chamber of Commerce, who thanked the State Secretary

for agreeing to honor them all by attending this event. Mr.
Hamburger also briefly reviewed the activities of the Israel-
Switzerland and Liechtenstein Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. Gerber then addressed those present saying "It is I who
must thank you and the members of the Chamber of Commerce
for inviting me. It is a great honor for me". He went on to
compare the situation in Switzerland with the situation in Israel
from both the economic and the political point of view. "In
this region, you are like an island much in the same way that
Switzerland is an island as we do not belong to the European
Community. Neither country has natural resources and must
therefore utilize and reinforce their most predominant advan-
tage - their human capital. This has always been essential for
both countries and, in the future, the importance of human
capital will become more and more crucial”.

Mr. Gerber noted that this point is verified by the large number —»

<« to previous page
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Israel-Switzerland & Liechtenstein Chamber of Commerce

From the Chairman

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

The year 2007 is now behind us and the Israel-Switzerland & Liechtenstein
Chamber of Commerce has issued, as we do every year, another edition of
our magazine Inter-Relation (Mehadkim Kesher).

Business was good during this past year (except for the problem with sub
prime, which has still to run its course), and bilateral business relations
between Switzerland and Israel have gone from strength to strength.
Asure sign of this strong relationship was a visit by the Swiss State Secretary
for Economic Affairs, Jean-Daniel Gerber, who came to Israel together with
adelegation of high-level executives from Swiss companies. The Secretary
of State held a series of meetings with Ministers and other Israeli government
representatives, visited a number of factories, and was guest of honor at a special meeting hosted in his honor by
the Chamber of Commerce. At this meeting, Mr. Gerber spoke with appreciation of the growing ties between the
two countries. The essence of his speech and that of other speakers who addressed this special meeting appear at
the beginning of this magazine.

The feature article is a personal interview with Monika Schmutz Kirgoz, Counsellor Deputy Head of Mission,

Embassy of Switzerland Tel-Aviv. "Israel is more complex than it appears at a first glance", says Schmutz-Kirgoz,
and emphasizes the openness of the Israeli society, the progress in science and technology, the enormous potential
of the business-bilateral relations, and the blessed activity of the Israel-Switzerland & Lichtenstein Chamber of
Commerce. We have also included a review of a particularly dazzling business - the extensive BaselWorld Watch
and Jewellery Show held annually in Basel. We spoke with Israeli exhibitors who participate in this show every year
as well as with Bernard Keller, the Show’s new Communications Manager. And as we look to Basel, it is fitting to
note that the year 2007 marked the 110th anniversary of the First Zionist Congress held in this fine city.

During the last year, the Chamber of Commerce hosted two events, one of which was held in conjunction with STEP
Israel. In this edition, we are pleased to present notes and photographs from both these events where participants
enjoyed fascinating lectures given by professionals in their fields.

We added a little “color” to this issue with two articles on a more personal level: one article looks at an “island” of
Swiss culture, including beautiful nature and rolling hills, horse riding and traditional Swiss food, established in
Tsur Hadassh by an Israeli and his Swiss-born wife.

The second article looks at the story of Liel Kolet, a young singer born on Kibbutz Kinneret, who is mak-
ing a name for herself overseas including participation in at last year’s Eurovision Song Contest where she
represented Switzerland.

Swiss Ambassador, Francois Chappuis, has concluded his four-year tour of duty in Israel. These were good
years and Ambassador Chappuis showed that he is a true friend of Israel and of the Chamber of Commerce.
He took part in the events that we hosted, was attentive when we raised certain matters with him and

contributed greatly to promoting business relations between
our two countries. We extend our heartfelt thanks for the part
that he has played in our lives and wish him every success
in the future. We will always be pleased to meet with him
and will welcome him here in Israel any time he chooses to
visit. We also warmly welcome the new Ambassador, H.E.
Walter Haffner, and wish him all the best during his tour of
duty in Israel.
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The Swiss State Secretary Farewell fo Francois Chappuis, We welcome Monika
for Economic Affairs, the Swiss Ambassador, a frue friend of "' Schmutz-Kirgoz, Counsellor
M. Jean-Daniel Gerber, Israel and of the Israel-Switzerland & Lichtenstein Deputy Head of Mission at the
visits Israel Chamber of Commerce Embassy of Switzerland



	Button 3: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 17: 
	Page 21: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 4: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 17: 
	Page 21: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 2: 
	Page 2: Off
	Page 4: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 14: 
	Page 16: 
	Page 18: 
	Page 20: 
	Page 22: 

	Button 5: 
	Page 2: Off
	Page 4: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 14: 
	Page 16: 
	Page 18: 
	Page 20: 
	Page 22: 

	Button 6: 
	Button 7: 
	Button 8: 
	Button 9: 
	Button 10: 
	Button 11: 
	Button 12: 
	Button 13: 
	Button 14: 
	Button 15: 
	Button 22: 
	Button 23: 
	Button 25: 
	Button 26: 
	Button 27: 
	Button 28: 
	Button 29: 
	Button 34: 
	Button 59: 
	Button 60: 
	Button 35: 
	Button 57: 
	Button 58: 
	Button 32: 
	Button 55: 
	Button 56: 
	Button 33: 
	Button 53: 
	Button 54: 
	Button 30: 
	Button 39: 
	Button 40: 
	Button 31: 
	Button 37: 
	Button 38: 
	Button 43: 
	Button 44: 


